
Render unto Caesar 

 

Luke 20:20-26; Mark 12:12-17; Matthew 22:15-22 

I. Sometimes truth comes from an unlikely source.  

• Read Luke 20:20-22; Mark 12:13-15a; Matthew 22:15-17 

• There are two powers that bind/bring people together; one is love and the other is hatred. We 

have all witnessed people of different backgrounds, political beliefs, be unified by love. We can 

testify of this in becoming part of the family of God, through the blood of Jesus Christ. I have 

witnessed former gang members, drug dealers, thieves, become close brothers with doctors, 

teachers, and police officers because of the blood, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

• We can also testify where hatred has brought different people together that wouldn’t normally 

be.  

• That’s what we have here in this part of the scripture. In Matthew and Marks account the group 

that comes to Jesus are the Pharisee and the Herodians. In everyday life these two groups did 

not get along. 

• The Pharisee were the zealous religious conservatives (extreme right) if you will. They didn’t like 

oppression of the Roman government. They hate everything to do with Rome being in charge.  

• The Herodians were the liberal (extreme left), not deeply religious, didn’t mind the Roman 

occupation.  

• These two groups had a common enemy and it was Jesus. He was upsetting both of their 

agenda’s. This would be as miraculous as seeing the Republicans and Democrats coming 

together and doing something. Or Rush Limbaugh, Sean Hannity and Rachel Maddow, Chris 

Matthews agreeing on something and working together.  

• The Pharisees hated Jesus because He was disrupting their religious agenda; the Herodians, 

because He threatened their political arrangements – they both wanted Him dead...and the 

sooner, the better. 

• Though they baited their trap and had wicked motives–they still spoke the truth. 

• Read Luke 20:21, they said Jesus was “a man of integrity.” He did “teach the way of God in 

accordance with the truth.” He wasn’t “swayed by men” and He didn’t pay any “attention to 

who they were.” Jesus could not be accused of favoritism. 

• Even though these were evil men, with vile intentions, their words and description of Jesus were 

spot on.  

• While believers must be discerning, we need to be familiar with the philosophy, literature, 

music, arts, values and teaching of this lost world.  

• We need to be looking for the “redemptive qualities” in Hollywood films. When we find a 

“truth” that a pagan has discovered, we can often use that truth as the foundation to lead them 

to One who is “the way, the truth and the life.” 

• Where and how is that biblical? Isn’t that what Paul did at Mars hill in Acts 17:16-34? 

• Paul used their curious ways to challenge them about Jesus. 

Acts 17:21-23,  For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 

else but either to tell or to hear some new thing. 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the [i]Areopagus 



and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing 

through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO 

THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 

• We believers have the very same opportunity as Paul. We must look for the in, if we are hating 

and judging someone, we may lose the opportunity to reach them.  

• I heard one preacher say, we must show them just how lost they are, then they will see the 

need of being found. I believe we must demonstrate what love looks like (unconditional), then 

they will desire to know more of where this love comes from.  

 

II. We must deal with root issues rather than fruit issues. 

• Read Luke 20:23; Mark 12:15; Matthew 22:18 

• “he perceived their craftiness”, “he, knowing their hypocrisy”, “Jesus perceived their 

wickedness” Jesus will answer their question but before He does, He addresses the central issue 

– their evil hearts. 

• Kim and I have two different approaches to everything, like cleaning the house, I want to get it 

cleaned up and presentable. If that means stuff gets shoved in a cupboard, so be it. She wants to 

organize each room in the house. My way is like treating the symptoms, her way is to get at the 

root of the issue. Her way will be painful, and slower, but it everything will have its place.  

• Too often Christians have a tendency to rearrange the deck chairs on the Titanic. The boats 

going down because it’s got a gaping hole in its bow, but we’re focused on the trivial and non-

essential. 

• When Jesus dealt with the Samaritan woman, as recorded in John 4, He encouraged her interest 

in “living water” but then He went for her root sin issue, “immorality.” He told her to “Go, call 

her husband” knowing that she had had five husbands, and was currently living with another 

man. 

• Some spouses waste immeasurable energy seeking to appease an unhappy partner. They’ll buy 

a new car, furniture...even a new house. They’ll help more, take more vacations. Too often 

those are all window dressings because the root problem is not external circumstances. There is 

something on the inside that needs to be addressed. 

• I have seen it in myself, in marriage counseling, it’s the reason why churches have issues, the 

root of it all is sin. We must dig in and find out what sin it is and repent of it. 

• There have been times when my anxiety is getting the best of me, I battle with being discontent, 

bitterness, critical spirit, judgmental, or know it all (pride), these are all symptoms to the root, 

which is sin. I can blame others/situations but until the root issue is solved, the fruit problem 

will just keep re-appearing. 

 

III.  Man has both civil and spiritual responsibilities. 

• Born again believers must walk the line, constantly aim for balance. We must avoid throwing the 

baby out with the bathwater. We must submit to civil, earthly authorities as well as spiritual 

heavenly responsibilities. 

• Read Luke 20:24-25 



• Can you see one of them, without thinking, reaching into his robe to pull out a small silver 

denarius? There’s a touch of humor here. Jesus ends up embarrassing His challengers. It is they, 

not He, who are the ones carrying the offensive coin. 

• Jesus not only asks, who image was on it but what was written on it. 

• They replied, “Caesar’s,” and then Jesus answered by creating a proverbial saying that has 

become one of the great “sound bites” of world history, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to 

God what is God’s.” Jesus says the dilemma is a “both/and” not an “either/or.” 

• With His unique wisdom Jesus does not lay down black & white rules and regulations; that’s why 

His teaching is timeless and never is outdated. What Jesus does though is outlay some vital 

Principles to help us navigate between the Two Worlds of our Civil & Spiritual Responsibilities. 

 

a. Man has responsibilities to God ordained authority 

• God has placed a civil government over us. Jesus demonstrates this from this example of giving 

Caesar what belongs to Caesar, all the way to the cross, during all the kangaroo trials.  

• God ordained government as an authority over man to help man live together without killing 

each other. The state also provides many valuable services, water supplies, sewage systems, 

roads, highways, transportation systems, fire and police protection, military protection. 

• We cannot accept the benefits which the states gives us and then opt out of our responsibilities 

to the state. Roman government brought a sense of security the ancient world had never 

known. Pirates and bandits were cleared out, civil wars were settled. 

• While these are not absolutes and there are exceptions, believers are to be submissive to 

governmental authority and obey it. We are to be markedly different in that we are law-abiding, 

(that would include traffic laws), never cheat on our taxes, show respect to government officials, 

participate in elections and pray for those who rule over us. We are to give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s. Our faith should make us better citizens, not worse ones. 

• Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-18 

 

b. Believers must sometimes resist authority. 

• It is one thing for government to require men to owe them taxes, but it is quite another thing 

when governments think that they have the right to own people. 

• As believers, we must resist authority when we are asked to violate a command of God. Peter 

summed it up for us in Acts 5:29 “We must obey God rather than men!” 

• We must also resist when we are asked to do an immoral act, whether it be sexual immorality or 

an unethical act. We must also not violate our consciences to obey government. 

• Therefore, it is so imperative that Christians immerse themselves in God’s Word so that our 

ethics are radically Biblical. 

 

c. God’s authority is superior to governmental authority.  

• We are also to “give to...God what is God’s.” 

• The state tends to overreach its authority and dominate the family and the church. 

• When the state moves away from the sphere God has assigned to it, it becomes demonic, as we 

see at the end of the age in the book of Revelation (chapter 13).  

• Just a few days later this would be demonstrated as Caesar’s authority was used to crucify the 

Christ. Their very question was part of their hellish plot to use the state to destroy God’s Son. 



• The denarius was Caesar’s coinage, Man is God’s coinage. We bear His image and we owe God 

what belongs to Him, our lives, and our allegiance. This, to Jesus, was the crucial issue. 

• Everything we are reflects on God, the One to which all things are ultimately accountable. For 

God there is no graven image. There is only you and me.  

• The emperor may have his coins, but God has us. And we know that regardless of whose image 

is on the coin temporarily, even the coin ultimately belongs to God. What we do with the coin, 

therefore, is not governed by the emperor alone, but by God. Whether we pay taxes or not does 

not depend on our relationship with the emperor, but on our relationship with God. 

• Much harm has been done by people who have tried to divide life into two parts–the sacred or 

spiritual part about which God cares, and the secular or worldly part about which God doesn’t 

care as much. 

• The issue is not the calling but the faithfulness one renders to God as a bearer of His image in 

whatever calling one follows. 

• Christians are “dual citizens” of both heaven and earth – but our foremost responsibility is to 

“Give to...God what is God’s.” It is His image we bear. 

 

IV. Even spiritual enemies are often amazed by the truth. 

• Read Luke 20:26 

• While they sought to “trap” Jesus, they ended up only trapping themselves. Our Lord’s answer, 

accompanied by His total control of the situation and His own emotions, were disarming.  

• Mouths were gaping – minds were reeling. How could it have gone so wrong? It had seemed like 

such a great plan! Jesus had won–again. One must give government its due; one must also give 

God His due.  

• Don’t miss this! Though they saw “the truth,” they still rejected the One Who is “the Way, the 

Truth and the Life.” They left Him and went away. 

• Many times, you will be able to give lost people truths about family, marriage, work, morals, and 

money. They may even accept them and apply them. And they will to some extent work for 

them.  

• It’s also an opportunity to begin to build bridges for the Gospel. Stewardship demands that we 

wisely go through those open doors. But accepting “truths” of God’s Word, is not the same as 

embracing “the Truth” of salvation and surrender. 

 

Conclusion 

There are two extremes to be avoided in our outlook on government. 

The first is to see government as the enemy of God, and to be always opposing ourselves to it.  

The other extreme is to view government too highly, as man’s salvation and security. 

It is quite easy to look to government for those things which only God can give, and it is very easy to turn 

from God to government. In our text, we see Israel’s leaders looking at Jesus, the Messiah, as the 

problem which they must be rid of, and a heathen government, Rome, as their deliverer. Just as Israel 



rejected God when they demanded a king so that they could be like the other nations, (1 Sam. 8), we 

too often reject God and look to government to “save” us. 

Some Christians oppose government unnecessarily and unbiblically, using God as their pretext for 

rebellion and disobedience. Others seem to view government as the solution to all our earthly (and 

spiritual) problems. 

Only Jesus can clean up this mess. It is only after He comes again that a truly righteous government will 

exist. Let us keep government in perspective. It is not the enemy of God, but God’s agent. Let us obey 

government as unto the Lord, in every way possible. 

Let’s remind ourselves that the gospel is our Lord’s “Declaration of Independence.” It is only by faith in 

His death on the cross that we can be totally free. He is the Truth that sets men free. May you 

experience that freedom today. 

For the believer Jesus’ words suggests two important questions. Whose image do we bear? The answer 

is self-evident: the image of God. The second question is the critical one, “Have we given to God, what is 

God’s?” If we think that God wants our money, or our time or our talents – or even those nearest and 

dearest to us – we are wrong! 

The Father wants us. We must give to God what is God’s! We must give Him our lives. And He will not 

settle for less than all. If we resist Him, we will not have His rest or His peace. Dear friend, give to God 

what is God’s – Give yourself! 

 


