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Colossians 1:15-23. 

What is important in your life?  

Is Jesus Prominent or Preeminent in our lives? 

Prominent: leading, important, or well-known: 

Preeminent: eminent above or before others; superior; surpassing: 

Instead of calling people to faith, repentance, and submission to the supremacy of Christ, many 

of us tell people that Jesus wants to give them a happy marriage or a stress-free life. While 

Jesus will certainly change our lives, our marriages, and our stress levels when we bow before 

His preeminence, we must move away from “What Jesus can do for me” to “Am I living in light 

of His lordship?” We don’t simply “add” Jesus to our lives; we adore Him with our lives through 

our obedience. 

 

I. Jesus Over Creation (Verses 15-17). 

A. Jesus is God (v.15) 

  Paul doesn’t mince any words here. Jesus “is the image of the invisible God.” Images 

convey meaning way beyond what words can describe. 

 My wedding band represents the fact that Kim said, “yes” to me! When we see the 

Statue of Liberty, or an American flag something unexplainable takes place deep inside, 

doesn’t it? (Well maybe not everyone the same way) 

 As powerful as these symbols are, they are simply representations of far deeper 

realities. My ring doesn’t make me married. Rather, it’s a symbol that I am married. The 

Statue of Liberty doesn’t in and of itself do anything. It stands for a nation that honors 

freedom. The American flag is a powerful national symbol, but it only represents what 

our country is all about. 

 Jesus is not a symbol of God; He is God Himself. The word “image” in Greek is “eikon” 

and refers to “likeness, manifestation, or replica.” 

  Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God. He is the precise copy because He is God 

Himself. He both represents and manifests God to the world. 

 

John 1:18, No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made 

him known. 

 

John 14:9, Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 

Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 



2 Corinthians 4:4, In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 

to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God. 

 

 Someone has said that Jesus is God with skin on. That’s a pretty good word picture. 

B. Jesus is God’s Son (v.15). 

 “…the firstborn over all creation.” 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that this verse teaches that Jesus was a created being and 

therefore not God. The phrase “firstborn” is most frequently translated as “heir or 

owner.”  

 In ancient time it meant the “ranking one, or supreme one.” Jacob was not born first but 

he was the heir. 

 Psalm 89:27 where we read that God appointed King David as his “firstborn,” even 

though he was the youngest of eight brothers. This verse concludes by saying that David 

will be the “most exalted of the kings of the earth.” “Firstborn” therefore is a title of 

honor or position, not chronological order. 

 

Psalm 89:27, And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. 

 

C. Jesus is Creator (v. 16-17). 

 “All things were created through Him and for Him.” (v.16) 

 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” (v.17) 

 Paul explained that all the thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers on heaven and 

earth, of both the visible and invisible world, are under the authority of Christ because 

He created them. 

  Paul quickly puts everything under the rule of Christ. Jesus has no rival. This verse also 

refutes the false teaching that Christ was one of many intermediaries and that angels 

were to be worshipped. The highest angelic princes are subject to Jesus Christ, whether 

they be seraphim or cherubim or whether they be demons or Satan himself. Jesus is 

Lord of all! 

 Jesus is not only the creator, He provides the purpose for His creation: “all things were 

created by Him and for Him.”  

 The goal of all creation is to glorify Christ. Revelation 4:11, in the New Living 

Translation, puts it this way: “…For you created everything, and it is for your pleasure 

that they exist and were created.” 

 Jesus holds all things together. “.all things consist.” “Consist” means “hold together” 

Christ holds all things from falling into complete chaos. 



  Christ is before all things, both in time and rank. He is not only the Creator of the world; 

He is the cohesion that keeps it all together. By Him everything came to be, and by Him 

everything continues to be. 

 We don’t have to freak out or become unglued because Jesus is keeping everything 

from falling apart. He upholds everything by the word of His power. Remember that 

there is no crisis in heaven. He will be exalted among the nations. 

 

II. Jesus Over the Newest Creation (Verses 18-23). 

A. The Church  

 Read verse 18. 

 Paul uses a personal pronoun here that is very emphatic. It literally means, “He is the 

head of the body, the church...” Only Jesus qualifies to be the head of the church. The 

word “head” means that Jesus is the authority, or source of the church. 

 The head gives the body the ability to produce growth, and without it, the body would 

die. Many churches seem to forget this. If Jesus Christ is not supreme in a church, then 

there is no church. Jesus is the head of Bethel Baptist Church, not me, not the deacons, 

not the trustees, not you. Jesus Christ is supreme over this church, and we bow before 

His authority 

 Jesus is the “beginning,” which means that He is the source. The word has two 

meanings, “to rule” and “to begin.” In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I will build my 

church.” The church is the creation of Christ and as such we must follow His lead. He is 

the “firstborn from the dead,” signifying that as the supreme one, His resurrection is 

the guarantee that we too will rise again. 

 “that in all things He may have the (prominence) preeminence.” 

 He isn’t asking to be preeminent, He either is or isn’t and we will be a mess! (drive this 

point home!) 

 Read verse 19. 

 It gives God the Father great joy and pleasure to have “..in Him all the fullness should 

dwell….” It greatly pleases the Father for the Son to have preeminence over creation 

and the church. There are three significant truths about Jesus in this verse. 

1. The fullness of God dwells “in Him.” It was not around, upon, or under Him; rather it 

was in Him. 

2. The word “dwell” means to “take up residence” and points to the incarnation.  

 

Colossians 2:9, For in Him dwells all the fullness of the God head bodily. 

 

3. The phrase “all the fullness” is a technical term in the vocabulary of the Gnostic false 

teachers. It meant the “sum total of all the divine power and attributes.”  



 The fact that it pleased the Father to have all His fullness dwell in Christ is proof that 

Jesus Christ is God.  

 

B. The Gospel (Verses 20-23). 

 Read verses 20-23. 

 Paul describes the work of Jesus in reconciling lost people to Himself. As people come to 

saving faith in Christ and are reconciled to Christ through His blood, they become 

members of His church, of which He is the head. 

 The false teachers at Colosse were teaching people that they could get closer to God 

through the worship of angels and by observing certain rules and regulations, but they 

couldn’t promise total and complete reconciliation. 

 Reconciliation happens when someone or something is completely altered and adjusted 

so that a relationship of peace can begin with the one with whom estrangement had 

taken place. 

 Jesus made peace for us with God by the shedding of His blood on the cross. 

 In verse 21 Paul reminds us of where we were before Jesus made us right with God. 
“once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works…”  

 We use the word “alien” to refer to strangers or outsiders. Apart from the grace of God, 
all of us are estranged from God. We were “enemies.” We were not just alienated; the 
Bible says that we were actively hostile to God. 

Romans 8:7, The mind of sinful man is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can 
it do so. 

 Paul’s intention is not to dwell on what they were apart from Christ. Despite these 
negative traits, God took the initiative in verse 21- 22 and extended grace: “yet now He 
has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and 
blameless, and above reproach in His sight.” 

 We are holy in His sight, without blemish, above reproach, meaning we are free from 
any accusations. No charge of condemnation or sentence of eternal death can ever be 
brought against believers in the court of divine justice.  

 Paul’s emphasis on our holy standing before God was a direct attack on the false 
teachers. They promised a kind of “perfection” for those who had secret and mystical 
knowledge. In essence, Paul is saying, “You already have a perfect standing in Christ, you 
are holy in His sight, without any blemish, and free from any accusation. Why seek for it 
anywhere else?” 

 Read verse 23. 

 The “if” clause does not mean that a believer can lose his salvation if he fails to 
“continue in the faith.” This can be translated, “If indeed you continue in the faith, and I 
believe that you are doing so.” This is how the word is used in Colossians 3:1: “Since, 
then, you have been raised with Christ…” 



  Just as a house, firmly set on the foundation will not move, so too, if you are truly saved 
and built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, then you will continue in your faith.  

Conclusion  

John MacArthur hits it on the head when he says, “The biblical mandate for both sinners and 
saints is not to ‘make’ Christ Lord, but rather to bow to His lordship. He is ever and always Lord, 
whether or not anyone acknowledges His lordship or surrenders to His authority.” 

Some have never surrendered yourself to Christ by receiving Him into your life for forgiveness 
of sins. If you have never done that, you are still alienated, you are an enemy of God, your mind 
is at war with him, and your behavior is evil. Bow before Him right now and receive forgiveness 
of sins and be declared holy, without blemish and free from accusation. 

Others have already been converted but perhaps you’re living for yourself and not in 
recognition of the supremacy of Christ. For some, Jesus is prominent in your life, but He is not 
preeminent. He has a place in your world, but He does not occupy first place. Maybe you’ve 
mistakenly thought you could just “add” Him to your life without bowing before His all-
encompassing authority. It’s time to surrender completely to Him. Maybe baptism is the next 
step for you. Maybe joining a church, life group, Sunday school, or bowing to His authority in 
your life. 

Philippians 2:9-11, Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which 
is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Before we leave today, we are going to pray as a church. We are ending church in cooperate 
prayer.  

 We are praying for God’s will in our lives, for us to be obedient to Him. 

 We are praying for those who have needs in the church, physical, financial, and spiritual. 

 We are going to pray for those that need to hear and trust in the gospel. And how God 
will use us to share it. 

 We are praying for our families, that God will reign in our homes, and marriages. 

 We are praying for those that are hurting, emotionally, for the strong holds to be 
broken. 

 We are praying for unity in our church that God will reign over His church and His 
people. 

 We are praying that God will have His position in all our lives, on the throne.  

 
 


